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THE MAILED FIST OF THE MIKADO

i

By FRANK G. CARPENTER

A CHAT WITH GEN. HASEGAWA.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHILEF OF
THE JAPANESE ARMY IN
ROREA, AS TO THE SITUATION.

He spoaks of Korean Rebels and Ban-
diis—Talks of Russia and the Uni-
tedd Sgates, and Tells Where a Sol-
dier -r:‘!:nvu_l(l Dic—A Visit to Yone-
sin, the lukln-ul' Rorea—A Military
_('i_,. fieing Built by the Japanese—
e ‘.\1'-\_\‘ Barracks Whiclh Cover
V_.- :'t-%---—‘] l'w General’s Palace and
iEse Railroad Headguarters—A\
.‘\--i"-i' fal Town Which is Grow-
ins Up Outside Seoul,

14005, Ly
penter. )

SEOUTL, 1509,

€ 3ou ever heard of Yongs-san ?

e ~dreat city in itz beginning.

ho dnds of workmen are now build-

(1 EFrank G. Car-

[T is

inz 1t and the structures being erected
Wil wnen completed, cost millions.
It b= onme palatial residenee which

© hner than any other building
In thae lar east, outside of that of the
. i rrince of Japan., It will cost
SO0 000 yen, and it could not be bailg
lor 1hat many dollars on Tnited States

-
——
to

S0 This wWill be the home of the
cormmander-in-chief of the Japanese
a g n horea, and it will be equip-

pPed tor grand entertainmeits of every
description. It will have fifty-six
roon Its dining tables will seat
;m'.- hundred guests at one time and
1t dancing hall will accommodate a
crowd of nine hundred. Yong-san is

' military capital of Korea.
anc adjoining it is a large territory
r will bhe devoted to the l';l”\\':i‘\'
officials and other such men. Alto-
the szettlement will form the

to U the

|
111« ot a great Japanese ¢ity, :
\:-'21 (8 il extend toward and embrace [
Secul, which is now the two miles |
dAWas
The Tokyo of Kkorea. /
It “as to see Yong-san and to h:‘n'o%
an terview with (Gen., Hasezawa., the |
cominander-in-chlief of the Japanese
0 A in Korea, that [ rode in com- |
1.2 Ath Mr. Takonma Kourada out |
fraom Sceoul in my jinriksha this af-
ternent Our way was through the |

wWide street which leads to the gate

. ns Nandaimon, 3| m e htyv
=il Dkl of stone: with two heauvy
af= of black rtile, one above the |

ti ioch decorated with demons.
d was thick all the way to
£ and there we had o turn
' € wa iround at the side, thee
= = Now oo smatll to a IO -
. irath Th wall ot seonul.

4 txXlonds elear arouand the city

h, untii iat vis  closed

\
(lovl's !I J:“l ‘.‘.'l!il

cut at this ]lli‘.ll

zhy hy great

< had to be

%1 i F \'.i!i" I"'."iih Ml es AL "."I"]l
hese oo right through the wall,

he gate itself has been buailt
g lwatst ith granite so that it stands
a4 heaut ful monument. | &

geons olectric lamps at each

(4 2 i"lri'l 111 Al 'i 'I']T‘E‘l" TE:" "i!_\--.

i o At mark oi the union of

st and the present.

years ago the only buildings

. o1 this gate were coatterad
that i huts hugeing the wall, Now,

de road which has been made
{1 there to the River Han is lined
% nle with Japanese and Korean
uildines, and there are many foreign
ST tures as well. The Korean elec-
t Areet car line, belonging to an

Al an firm, has a regunlar s»-r'\'iv._-_
h takes one to the Han, '-.‘.'lur-h_ i=
hort three miles awa) And not tar

£ ‘he gate is the chiet railroad
(6] + ;-:I Hon;'_"i_ at \\'l'li"‘ll B % et il

£ r+ for Chemulpo to take ship

31 ina, or go on the trunk lne

three hundred miles north to

foe of Manchuria, or by an

i distance south to Fusan, where

. nicvht's ferry over the Strait of Ko-
Il put you in Japan.

nassed many soldiers on our

wn this road. There were cav-

horseback crowd ng the Ko-

crafic off to the side, and now

‘e oa company of infantry. l.i‘ll:-il_\'

by their long march trom

tired
by <cores oi

! teriar. We went {
Ly loaded with fuel, great bun-
¢ ¢vergreen branches, a hall ton
rht, which rose h'gh over thear
and hung down at the sides al-

t to their feet. We passed carts

‘aber. the boards tied up In

and bullocks drawing all sorts

Alding materials. There were

+ omen. both Japanesze and Ko-
' nnd gorgeous big-hatted yan=Z-
il (¢ Korean nobles on foot. 1 re-

L er one who dashed by me riding
His long pink gown floated
t wobbled

i | L6,
v the air, his black ha
. fat feet of padded cotton went
 down on the pedals.
apan’s Military Concession. ‘
W+ rent fully two miles before we
v the limits of the military con-
Fleres the street car line
s nes off and goes on under lhfj
raily ad te the right, making its wad
Gow 0 the river. The whole road
lie = straight on  through the new
eit At the right is a large ill‘ll!
=T | where several regiments ot
could exercse at one time, and
“aL0ove it are hills :--'pntb-d Wwith grave
tiaurds €0 thick that they seem 1O be
~owr and grown as a crop. From here
o1 for several miles on both sides of
the road a!l the land has been grant-
¢d 1t the Japanese. The area covers
thousands of acres, and it is some of

{4 i

the rmost valuable land jn the vicnity
It orizinally belonged to

ol ~Seoul.

the emperor, but he sold it to the
Japanese for less than 250.000 gold
t]_nllm's. The sale has been much eriti- |
cised by the Koreans, who claim that
the ground was worth several millions
;_l_ntl that the sale was a forced one.
Nevertheless, the Japanese govern-
ment has now a clear title to it. and |
Is exploiting it in much the same way
that the Russians built their new town
ot Dalny at the end of the Manchu-
rian railroad, which is now owned hy
_1}1:» Japanese. In the shufilineg of the |
international eards for the stake of
Korea there is a bare possibility that |
at =ome time in the far future Yong-
=an mav be one of the priezs which |
will 2o into the hands of Russia, tak- |
ing the place that Dalny has now in
the hands of Japan.

At the present Yong-san is about
the liveliest Japanese spot in Korea. Al
creat deal of grading is being done. |
Korean laborers, under the direcsion of
Japancse overseers. are cutting down
the hills and leveling the vali<yv. The.
are putting un dirt walls about some
of the hig buildings,which look almost
like fortifications. They are making
drains and digging foundations. A sys-
tem of waterworks has been put in
which =upwnlies the i

military citvy with
pure water from the mountains near

by, and wide streets, crossing one an- |
other at right angles, have boen laid |
out. covering almost the whals terri-|
tory. Roughly speaking, I should
say there iIs room on the site tor tor
seevral hundred thousand people, and

it i= believed that al!ll the ground ot
devotsd to the military esrablishment
Fill be taken up with Japaness buila- |
ings, i

Japan's New  DBarracks.

The new barracks now going up.
many of which are already completed
show that the Japanese intend to kKeed
a large military establishment in Kor- |
ea for a long time to come. They
now have 20,000 men in different parts |
of the peninsula, and several thousand
of these ave here in Seonl.
a score or more of great two-story
brick structures already erected, which
are now opccunied by the men, and
thers ars similar buildings for the sub-
arginate headguarters filled with of- |
ficers amnd barracks for non-comniis-

licers in every branch of the!

<iapyoad

Servi

I doubt if TUnele Sam houses his|
1 e anything like as well the _\Iii\-f
avdo «(does these young Japanese. The |

barracks arve as substantialt'y bnilt as
structure in the United States

| T hey are well designed and woell light-|

man has e

=0, and eviry right
amonnt af space They are heated by
Rus=ssian stoves which are built unp In

the corner of cach room The csoldiers

sleep on spring beds, they take hot
bhaths onece a day and their food is
carefully prevpared, -

During my =tay T went through the
Kitenens of some of the establishments
[ time for dinner, and
gr+at tubs of steaming ice had just
bheen talkken from the fire, while fried
fish and vegotables were heing ladled |
ot on to plates of polished alumi- |
pum. In oerder to make the camp
equinment as light as possible all thi-'-4
dishhvs used by the men are of this
metal., the rice for each being served

t was abouat

: |
in an aluminum box of abonut the size |
of that which holds 100 cigars. Each |
man geis such a box of rice at every
maal and a fixed supnply of fish., veg-
etables antl sauce, which is varied in
character from day to day. The food
vwas put un in such portions on travs
rach of which carried twenty-four
plates and rice boxes, and these trays
were carried bty men to the dormitory
nearby All of the Japanese soldiers
pow wear BEurovean shoes. 1 judege
thev still find them uncomfortable, |
however, for I noticed at the entrance
to each barracks great rows of these|
cshoes, outside in the halls, and that|
the mon., as thev jumped from their|
couches and stond at attention as 1/
passed with their colonel, were in their
stocking feet,

Homes for Oflicers,

The barracks T have referred to are
huilt around a great parade grounds, |
at one side of which is an office build-
ing where I was presented to the com-
manding general of the division. This
building must cover a auarter of an
acre and it was filled with clerks kho
wi re working awayv. Up another street
mansy other large brick -buildings are
ranidly rising and on the sides of the
bill= overlooking  this  magniticent
conntry. are long lines of cottages)
built in Japanese styvle, but much |
voarmer than those of Japan. They!
are the homes of the colonels, captains |
and lieutenants. :

T palace of the r-nmman:lr-r—in-i

1 iYr=
chief. referred to at the beginning of
myv latter, is still farther on beyond |
the army headguarters, which in size |
correspond somewhat to that ot one|
(f thas great government buildings at)
Tllk j, This Tt sidence is h‘:"in?: E"f'”}_
ctructed of steel and red brick, it is
of three stories and basement, and i
bv far the finest building ever begun
in kKorea. It will have every modern
improvement and will be one Of‘tht-
of this nart of the far East,
The building is still in the scaffold-|
ine, but the walls have been f_t‘nu-‘.lu?u_igr
and it iz about ready for roofing. It’
will nrobably be c'r)mplf-.ted 1].urmg the-:
vear. The cnmmander-ln'-(_“mc-f of the:
army of Korea, is lower in rank than |
the resident general, and T am won-|
dering what the home of the latter
will be when it 1Is constructed. It

woenders

-

' mander of the

There are | ;

| eve which is cqually piercing.
' high eneek bones and a |

| -
| lasted for

| erounds.

| OUr
| bands.

rOmn

may be it is to add to the impression
that prevails here as to the mighty
power of the Japanese army. and be a |
living evidence cof its unlimited riches
and strenegth.
The Mikado's Military Fist.

The hand of the Emperor of Japan
in his ruling of Korea is for the
present. nominally at least, gloved
with velvet. Inside the glove, however
there is a fist of iron, and the man
who represents this is General Hase-
gawa. one of the most famous =soldiers
in hiz majesty's army. He is com-
mander in chief of the garrizson in
Korea, and as such has entire control
of military affairs on the peninsula
He believes in ruling the people with
a strong hand, and it he had his will,
he would, T am told, institute a mili-
tary directorship and stop what many
call the humanitarian foolishness now
carricd on by TTnele fSam and the Em-
peror of Japan in trying to train up
weak and corrupt pations to the abil-

Koreans number about 15.000.000.
and if they will fight they will make
quite an addition to your already
large army.” The general laughed
r-plied:

1 should net encourace fuch a
plan and it it is not in accordance
with our sch®™me for bringing about
the independence of Korea under
Japanese protection The Korear
soldiers might do well enough in the
rear, and we could use them for the
heavy work of our military operations
as transports and laborers. Weo would
not dare put them at the f{ron:

“"How about the charges that vour
soldiers are oppressing the peapla

and killing them ' ’

as he

without causs
“There is no truth in such state-

ment=,"" =aid Ger. Ha=esawa. il 1 5T
-

}1;}\.- 10 b severe in Dur mreatment
ot the rebels in order o maintain
prace and keep the unrulyv elemont

in checlk. Waris a serious matt

ity of governing thenmiselves. General and such conditions have to be han-
Hasegawa would not acknowledge this 91,4 in a serious was Otherwis
to the public. He is here as the as-1.5.14 do nothing with the countrs

Young-san today was to me-et the gen-
eral and have a talk with him. Ay
audience took nlace in his headgnart-
ers., and we drank tea and smoke
cigarettes as W chatted together |
through the medium of Mr. K._rau!'-m_:l.

Gen. Hasegawa 18 now  [ntiy-nins
veare of aee. He began life in th=|
:11'1“1'1\' at the age of twenty-two as
' colons] =IX

major, and rose to he A
vears later. fe was a major-general |
{11 1886, and he commanded a brigade
in the Janan-China war. At that
vime he was noted as a hero ol i-’-»}‘*
Arfhur. and i the war with Russia
awain won his spurs as the com-
imperial guardsm:en
ender General Kuroki. leading it to
vietory at the Yalu and the beattle l.ll (
l.iaovang. He was made a general in
1:-”1‘, snd after that battls was 1'1{1-|
head of the army in Korea, |
practica'lly at the top 06|
regimee, and l

|

| N
d3v

pointed
Flee iz now
the Japancse military
=hould there he a war with any
rower the probability is that he
be in commanii. . R

Gen. Hasegawa looks like a -__---:-1..-1
Indecd, he reminds me much of our
Gen. Lawton, who was killei in tne
Philippines. He has the same slende:

~ . - s 3 4 1o "HI! an
fiere. the same arect bearing
He has

foreign

would

a iaw of iron. ‘ 1
klié’ll, broad. but rather r cedding, ore-
nead. His eyves are almost
and his nose is rather larger r.hnp that
of the ordinary Japanese. His face 1S
full of red blood, but 1t 1S hronzed
from his life in the field. He wore to-
dav his military uniform, which 1s the
color of kKhaki. and on the hreast of
his coatT noticed eight silk l*'“:'::. upon
which he hangs his prinecipal decora-
tions of honor when he anpp-ars be-
fore the Emperor asnd upon state 0C= |

Cii=1Ons.

| ernts,

straight |

Gen, Hasezawa T;glkﬂ.
pDuring  our conversation, |
perhaps half an hour. T |
asked the general to tell me some-
thing of the military :-:‘:ntll:lf".l'n‘l in
Korea. Ile replied that the situation
was steadily improving and lh:lt'th'("
rebels. who are such  on patriotic
had practically disappeared. |

which

Said he: iy ‘
“The actual conditions of Worea as
to law and order never heen
known to the world, and they have |
not been appreciated even by the gov-
crnment at  Seoul For Ert."no"r:ltlnns
bands of brigands have infested the
mountains., and have come out now
and then to preyv on the peaple of t.he;
lowlands. Theyv have held up the
farmers and blackmailed the \'1_113_::‘05.
If thev were informed upon the in- |
fnl'ﬂlr]“ was sure to mt.--'t '1*‘:1{1.1 OO~
or or later, and the village might be |
burned as a matter of vengeance.
These bhands  are zr-*norz;lly without
organization, but there is  one chief |
who has many followers His home |
is in the mountain fastnesses hetween
here and Gensan, We lin-w:'t whopl:r:
[ . atch him. pres
o an:(l’ﬁ-:;:t 12-;1'(;-{[:{“01' thece rnhhc:r
They are SO svnttc-t(-_d that it
will take a long time to W‘lh_.-‘_tlwnl
out. And we helieve t_tmt there mfn“
thousands of them. When \-.*r_-n_'h;u:
disposed of them the country will be ‘
practically quiet. R
Korea's Idle Officials, )
“Do vou mean that the I\nrf_{}na
will ?-lu‘p fichting and g0 to wm'l{-. '
“Not altogether.” was the rel_-l;..
“They will stop fighting. but many of
wem will never work.
:[s}: ltllln-“ll'lif-m_-nt generation is .com-ern_-
el. The nobility have considered it
isgraceful :
o ":ot'“tizf}otﬁui:il circles who have 11\‘_— .
squeezing the common people
ditficult element we

have

vd lr}'
are the most
have now to deal
tried to Zive them w-u-l;._ l.u_t
thevy will not take it. T asked n’n'-
of the missionaries how ‘m:a_ \\'nulq set-
tle the question. He replied that hr_f
did not think they could be made to
labor and that the trouble would con-
tinue until they died off and gave the

workers a free field for themselves.
At pr‘-_\s(»nt the hrigands are being re-
cruited from this idle class. They

ficht not so much on grnan‘ls of pa-
triotism as because they will do noth- ‘
ing else.” :
N Korean Soldiers. -
“What will Japan do as to the sol-
i K Jill ~ai > bovs |
diers of Korea? Will it train th« \
here so that they may form a part of
Japan's army of the future? The |

' Kareans.
Lecared for, and 1

sions when to live

This is so far  charge that you are
fight

war-like to think we
you.
with. We have g while vet.”

daughter, sir?

marry for”
youre well off.

sistant of _Prmw- [to. and L such must | gy, Nipe out the insurzents when t .
do as Prince 1to says. There is no) . o und. and it mav | sl g e
- . s yAl 1 - e IYad 1% 14 T At L4 8 &
doubt. however, but that he believes | o re misinformed o ; 1 _ ~-‘1
lin a strang hand being u=ed in Korea. .,;“ alBN wigpeiios e e e s SN el
and that ha is able to wield it if the 3 SIS i gl bt (B nedl TR
- Lo 1ledd. Xt Pre=ent ™we AT 11<it
same should be ordered. . _ 1]
' 1 bi ¢ ; i<it ¢ m: Koreans in our poliecs for
The g ect 0 my Visl 0 - . = :
Fhe mam  obhjec 1 S lan he pro-Japanes. Koreans are

aidir.z us to put down the rebellion.”
“Is= 18 true that a hand

soldiers recently killed twenty such

Koreans, supposing them insurzents"
“I know the case to which you roe-

fer.” said Gen. Hasegawa., “We are

not l\'i.'t S1re '.\?'- the t}'lx--—-'ﬂ' ]'n-a.!]’;*"
lwere insurgents or not. The killing
occurred in a part of the country

where there were bands of rebels, one
of which contained about thirtyv-five.
Our troops were on the track of that
band and had been informed that
it was in a certain inn. The officer
ir command caught one man coming
out and he had papers on him show-
ing that he was an insurcent. He
then ordercd those within the byilding
to come out or he would shoot. Theyv
did not reply and he commanded his
saoldiers to fire. U'pon zoing in later
twenty were found deadd. We still
helieve that they were largely insur-
They certainly should have
answered when the saoldiers ordered
them out.”
“Is not
police 7™

Korea a difficult land to

“Yes, exceedingly so. The count:
i= covered with mountains They

are no roads whatsoever over which
troops ecan bhe marched. The onlv

routes from one place to another are

bridle paths, which bhecome streams
and rivers whenever it rains. There

are practically: no brideges and the

| country is =0 poor that it is diffienlt

to provision the troops execept by car-

ryving food everyvwhere with us, An-
Fher annovance to which the men
are suhbjected is the universal pres-

ence of virmin, owing to the personal
uncleanliness of the | .
are lice and bugs of all Kinds, and it
iz almost impossible for the troonps to
Keep themselves free from them."

I here asked the general as to the
health of his troops. e replied that

Vi -rlalf" ’I‘l‘l‘ '

it was excellent and that the troops

had not had the fevers, dysentery
and smallpox, so common among the
He said the men were well
complimented him

on the healthful arrang:sments of hi=

new barracks, savinz that Japan was
lading the world in matters of mili-
' =

| tary sanitation. and

that the 1oy
death rate from dis=case among  the
Japanese troops in AManchuria had
been less than that of any great war
in the past. The general acknowl-
edeed that this was true and signifi-
cantly added:

“We Japanese do not helieve that
a =oldier should die in his bed.”

I then broached the subject of
Russia. asking the general whether
he thought there wonld be another
war later on and whether he would
build fortifications along the northern
borders of Korea. He replied rthat
he would not and that such fortifica-
tions on the frontier wonld he con-
trary to the treaties between the two
countries. AS to another struzgie
with Russia, he would not answer.
saying that he hoped there would

'lu' peace between thse two natinns
'from now on. He said Japan did not

want trouble with anyv ane, but that
if war came she would have to do

| swwhat she could.

“We must fight just whenever our
honor is at stake. There are occa-
without fighting
wonld be to suffer mors than to die™

I then asked, “What abont tha
preparing to
America?”’ )

To this the general semi-facetiousiy

to work, and the hangers-  peplied:

“You people must consider us very
want to fizht
Indeed, we would like to live

With that we both laughed and the

interview closed.

——a o
Adorer—May 1

marry your

Her

Tt

Her father—What do vou want to
You don't know when

Her Adcrer—No; perhaps not, but I

know when you're well off.—London
Mail.

AGENTS WANTED: MEN OR WO-
men to work in their home coun-
ty. Can easily make 315 to 325 per
week. Address “V,” Drawer "A"”
Raleigh. N, C.

50 copies. |
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